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He was in a despicable cage, caked
with his own ecxcrement and urine,
and had the lost look of a hapless,
utterly defenseless the
regal carriage of his head and the
size of his bespoke the
legendary giant he would become.

prisoner,but
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It was a bland, autumnal day that
gave no hint of the events that the
child would record, which took place
during the noon mass in the parish of
San Sebastian, with her whole family
in attendance.
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the habit
writing down important matters, and

“w

She was already in of
afterward, when she was mute, she
also

suspecting

recorded trivialities,
that

would use her notebooks to reclaim

never
hity years later i
the past and overcome terrors of my

own.
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Barrabas arrived on a Holy Thursday.
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Ester Trueba,
disabled by arthritis and a devotce of
the Virgin del Carmen, who opencd

He accused Dona

her eyes wide, not knowing the
meaning of the word or where the
docks were.
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Through this correspond ence, which

Nivea violated with impunity at

reqular intervals, she learned about
the hazards of a miner’s life, always
dreading avalanches, pursuing elusive
veins, asking for credit against good
luck that was still to come, and
trusting that someday he would strike
a marvelous seam of gold that would

allow him to become a rich man
tvcrnight and return to lead Rosa by
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"And there’s the shameless hussy who

prostitutes  herself down by the

docks )
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As a sign of mourning, the statues of
the saints were shrouded in purple
robes that the pious ladies of the
congregation unpacked and dusted off
once a year from a cupboard in the
sacrity. Bencath these funereal sheets
the celestial retinue resembled nothing
so much as a roomful of furniture
awailing movers, an impression that
the candles, the incense, and the soft
moans of the organ were powerless to
Terrifying dark bundles
loomed where the life-size saints had

counteract.
stood, each with its influenza-pale
expression, its elaborate wig woven
from the hair of someone long dead,
pearls and emeralds of
painted glass, and the rich gown of a
Fiorebtune aristocart. The oﬁly one
whose appearance was enhanced by
mourning was the churchs patron
saint, Sebastian,for during Holy Week
the faithful were spared the sight of
that body twisted in the most indecent
posture,

its rubies,

pierced by arrows, and
dripping with blood and tears like a
suffering homosexual, whose wounds,
kept miraculously fresh by Farher
Restrepo,s brush, made Clara tremble
with disgust.
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migrating sparrow.
volunteer explorers

future generations’ milkmen.
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Marcos decorated the carriage house
with some frayed curtains that had
once.
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Marcos smiled his immutable smile
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the appointed spot.
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the happiest man in the universe, as
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