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NO HORROR FILM ... BUT MY
SKIN CRAWLED ALL THE SAME

METAMORPHOSIS: Dir. Ivo Dvorak,
Sweden.

PETER Schildt plays the part of a
young man who wakes up one morning to
find he’s been transformed into a dung
beetle. Director, Dvorak admitted at a

press conference following the screening
of his film that he felt the original novel
by Franz Kafka was au;oPiographical and
that ~ hough by no
means his only one) in  .oosing Schildt
for the part was his resemblance to Kafka.

one of his reason

The film is strange and compelling.
It was not intended to be a horror movie.
In fact Dvorak has stated that his inten-
tion was to stress realism. Nevertheless,
when I saw Gregor wake up on the mor-
ning of his metamorphosis and stretch a
black, hairy beetle arm from under the bed
covers my skin crawled.

And every time he reappeared on the
screen my goose-pimples reappeared along
with him.

Gregor had been a travelling sales-
man, getting up before a freezing dawn to
travel to a job he hated. His dream was
to quit after paying off his father’s debts-
perhaps in five or six years.

When he doesn’t arrive at work on
that fateful day the chief clerk from his
office calls round to find out why. He and
the family are aghast when they get their
first glimpse of the new Gregor, and not a
little afraid. The clerk flees in such a hur-
ry he forgets his walking stick.

The photography by Jirl Tirl is stun-
ning. Shooting often from the point of
view of the beetle, hand holding the ca-
mera at times to simulate its movements,
his skill adds immeasurably to the film.

In one very effective sequence the ca-
mera, as beetle, crawls slowly up a door
until it breaks the glass window at the top
and the family stares in at him in horror.
In another, his sister Grete, who he al-
ways got along with especially well, sug-
gests to their mother that perhaps Gregor
would be more comfortable if some of the
furniture were removed from his room so
he’d have more space to crawl.

THE Metamorphosis: ‘Strange and com-
pelling.

Gregor is pleased at her concern for
him but he’s afraid that in her zeal she
will remove his favourite picture. Again
the camera creeps up the wall and then
cuts to Gregor perched protectively on the
picture. His mother happens to glance at
the picture and faints at the sight of him.

Gregor escapes from his room one
evening and his frightened father, inapa-
nic, throws apples at him, wounding him
before his mother cries out, “Don’t kill
him — he’s your son!”

For a while threafter the family 18
more kindly toward him, but this state of
grace cannot last. One day he overhears
his beloved Grete saying that they must
get rid of him and he whispers hearthrok-
enly to himself: “T've got to leave. I under-
stand that better than my little sister.”

The next morning the maid finds him
dead. Throughout the film Gregor’s feel-
ings have been expressed in black and
white, his dreams in colour. When the
maid arrives on the morning she finds
Gregor’s body, the film switches to colour.

The family goes for an outing in the
city. Their ordeal is over now — life is
bright once again.

‘Metamorphosis’ isn’t the type of film
I’d ordinarily have chosen to see. But I
can’t help admire its style and coherence.

Edna Palian



" Cent Coups” (concerning the vices of a
segment of French society) and ‘Jules et
Jim’ (similarly regarding the debased mo-
rality of a group of French people) Fah-
renheit furthermore explains two other of
Truffaut’s achievements.

When I see Fahrenheit I finally rea-
Jise what he intended to portray in ‘Coups’
and ‘Jules et Jim’. In ‘Coups’ the subject,
form and idea attracted most of my atten-
tion. But all these elements appeared
somewhat dislocated.

I no longer have this fecling, after
seeing Fahrenheit. In all actuality, this
film resembles ‘Coups’ more than ‘Jules
et ‘Jim’. Everything considered the idea
is the same — finding a solution for to-
day’s rebels from society.

There is no doubt that Fahrenheit
451 is the most mysterious of Truffaut’s
films and also fresher and more suspense-
ful. Although it carries little logic, it con-
cerns Renoir’s opinion that “the biggest
struggles and problems of our civilisation
fall into the hands of the elite.”

Each person each day becomes impri-
soned more and more by the chores of his
profession, thus creating impregnable
walls to complicate his escape.

I believe Truffaut aspired to show in
Fahrenheit that the only human purpose
lies in gathering together the rements of a
deteriorating world culture and binding
them together to create a unified one.

Fahrenheit is the kind of film that
pertains to the past, present and future.
In this film the preponderance of percep-
tions of the future, especially, are present-
ed with a sense of apprehension for that
future.

I believe Truffaut has no intention of
degrading the future out of sheer wanton-
ness. In today’s world not only has he
made his position clear and accepted its
ways, he has sincerely expounded it with a
sense of altruism and kindness.

He creates in his achievement a strug-
gle between humanity and the world. Ttis
in this vein that we can only show com-
passion to what we witness instead of get-
ting annoyed; for it suffices to demons-
trate and persuade in a calm and modest
manner. This mode epitomises Truffaut.

Witnessing Fahrenheit 451, one comes
to the conclusion that the camera shoots
the actual existence of the majority of
French youth. It is the action of the elite
that accounts for the demanding obdience
to law and order while being painfully
aware of the vile plights of their society.

: Arsalan Sasani

UNCOMPROMISING VIEW OF A
COMPLETELY ALIEN WAY OF LIFE

SUNDAY TOO FAR AWAY, Ken
Hannam, Australia

MADE specifically for Australian au-
diences, this is an unromantic and seem-
ingly accurate view of the life of itinerant
sheep shearers in inland Australia in the
mid 1950%s.

The fact that it is an uncompromis-
ing look at a way of life so much beyond
our experience is part of the fascination.

The pace at first is leisurely, the pho-
tography gorgeous. You're content to re-
lax and let it take you where it will. Slowly
you find yourself caught up in the lives of
the men portrayed: Foley, the central cha-
racter, for years the best shearer for miles
around, just returned from a job on the
coast; King, his old buddy recently turned
shearing contractor; Old Garth, once a
top shearer but now an alcoholic — mar-
ried for 20 years but because of his work
has spent a total of only three years with
his wife; Beresford, who doesn’t drink,
writes long letters to his wife and is
thought of as a little strange; Black Ar-
thur, a stranger who becomes Foley’s ri-
val; Quinn, the giant of a cook who drinks
lemon essence and nearly causes an upris-
ing...

King, having contracted his first job,
appeals to Foley and a few other friends
to help him out before starting their other
contracts. He tells them the job is for six
days and after a drunken binge they agree
to help him. It isn’t until they arrive at
the sheep station the next morning that
he admits the job is really for six weeks!

There are few amenities on a sheep
station — the work is backbreaking and
repetitive, competition is keen since the
men are paid according to the number of
sheep they shear, there is little to do with
leisure time except drink and fight.

When their prosperity bonus is can-
celled the shearers go on strike and ‘scab’
labour is brought in. The scabs are re-

SUNDAY Too Far Away: Complaint o
a loveless wife. :

fused service in the shearers pub and a
fight ensues — a hilarious moment is when
one of the brawlers takes out his false
teeth before joining in.

The film is informative as well as en-
tertaining, the acting uniformly fine. The
title comes from a complaint by the shear-
er’s loveless wife: “Friday he’s too tired,
Saturday too drunk, and Sunday too far
away” (at another distant station).

Edna Palian




because another officer stared at him and
wanted him to drop it.

Because of his baby face and enigma-
tic smile you wonder if the officer is right
in saying “You’re not all there”.

Is he truly exhibiting anti-social be-
haviour or just being a wise guy? Or is he
perhaps even trying to be discharged?

Alas, it’s not anything so original as
the latter. Jimmy is hounded by his mo-
ther, is pushed into a formal engagement
with his girlfriend and allows himself to
be seduced by a 16 year-old student in his
bhiology class.

He soon becomes obsessed with the
girl, Helfrid, but eventually drives her
away with his interrogations about her sex
life. When an optiction refuses to give
life. When an optician refuses to give
smashes the shop, ending up in a mental
hospital. '

The psychiatrist suggests group thera-
PY in a farm atmosphere and we observe
some of the recuperation process.

All this is interesting up to a point but
the film is far too long, or perhaps it just
seems SO.

The erotic scenes are beautifully pho-
tographed but too many other scenes uti-
lise the current fashion of not balancing
indoor and outdoor light, resulting in over-
exposure around windows and doors which

1 find particularly distracting.
Edna Pallin

AN ANSWER TO
THOSE EARLIER
QUESTIONS

FAHRENHEIT 451: Dir. Francois Tru-
faut.

THE novelty of Fahrenheit lies in the
encounter between Truffaut and the main
character, Montag, which is exceptional.

But actually knowing Truffaut, I was
somewhat concious of what awaited me.

Referring for instance to “Les Quatre
(Continued on next page)

LAW and Disorder: One-dimensional figures out of a situation comedy.

TOO MUCH VULGARITY
AND NOT ENOUGH LAUGHS

LAW AND DISORDER: Dir. Ivan
Passer, U.S.A.

NOT exactly what one would expect
from Czech director Ivan Passer, who
made the delightful “Intimate Lighting”
and was co-writer of the equally appeal-
ing “Loves of a Blonde”.

Presuming that this is meant to be a
comedy (and if not, why play everything

“for laughs?) he relies far too heavily on

vulgarity in place of genuine humour.
That’s not to say there aren’t some funny
moments — the opening sequence shows
promise: the cheerful degenerate who
wanders around exposing himself to mid-
dle aged women; the second storey man
who steals Willie’s TV when he leaves the
room for just a minute to raid the refri-
gerator; the gang who strip Cy’s car in two
minutes flat, all to the accompaniment of
rinky-tink music. But from this point the
laughs are few and far between and the
pace is terribly slow.

To combat the rising crime in their
area a group of men join the auxilliary
police. They are almost like children de-
lighting in their symbols of authority, it-
ching to use their handcuffs and guns, go-
ing through red lights in their pretend po-
lice car.

They’re one-dimensional figures strai-
ght out of a situation comedy, rarely
engaging the emotions of the viewer. When
at last they are exposed to a dangerous
situation their bravado evaporates and
they want to run away.

True, he has some pointed things to
say about the impotence of the police and
the equal futility of citizens taking the law
into their own hands, but he needn’t have
buried them so deeply.

The only character blessed with any
life is Gloria, a hairdresser in Cy’s shop,
played with gusto by Karen Black, but
quite unnecessary to the plot!

Edna Palian
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WOMAN’S EYE VIEW OF
CHINA, LAND OF THE
‘RE - EDUCATED’ HUSBAND

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SKY
(US.A.): Dir. Shirley MacLaine

“Women must have equality so they
can learn to hold up their half of the sky.”
With this declaration ringing in their ears,
Shirley MacLaine’s women’s delegation
toured the People’s Republic of China.

The documentary, directed by the
American actress and filmed by a team of
professional women, is one of the best
Pve ever seen.

The delegation was the first women’s
group to be invited to communist China,
and it included a cultural anthropologist,
a writer, a 12-year-old minister’s daughter
and a psychologist. Also on the trip were
a Navajo Indian who had never been off
the Navajo reservation and a black wo-
man from a small town in Mississippi.

She especially wanted to see commu-
nists, because she had been labelled one
herself when she tried to vote in her con-
servative -mostly white hometown.

At China’s request, Miss MacLaine
~ did not ask “prominent women”, but took

‘along “typical American women”.

Backed by occasional commentary
from Miss MacLaine, the documentary
deals primarily with women’s roles in to-
day’s China, but also highlights the enor-
mous changes that have taken place under
Mao Tse-tung’s 23 years of leadership.

Visits to private homes reveal two-
room apartments for a family of four,
with a communal kitchen and bath to be
shared with another family. The rent?
$1.50 a month!

The average salary is $48 a month,
schooling and medical expenses only $1.00
and 80 cents respectively.

Husbands, meanwhile, have been “re-
. educated” since the liberation, and now
share household tasks, along with child-
rearing. Since the majority of the women
work, children are cared for during the
day in state-run day care centres.

With what seems to be great flexibi-
lity, the American film crew was allowed
to film everything from these day care cen-
~ tres to a Caesarean section, where the pa-

SHIRLEY MacLaine: A party of ‘typical American women’.

tient was anaesthetised by acupuncture.

After centuries of oppression from the
clans, political powers and religious for-
ces, Chinese women have also been liberat-
ed from “male oppression”. Under Mao,
they now work at everything from farm-
ing to construction.

“Women cannot be liberated until all
people are equal,” is one party slogan.
Under China’s socialist system, there is
little known adultery and few unwed mo-
thers. This information was translated to
the Americans at a meeting of the Neigh-

bourhood Political Committee, a group

that attempts to settle neighbourhood

quarrels and divorce issues, among other

things.

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of
today’s successful communism at work,
was the fostering of children to “serve the
people”. From toddlers to elementary
school, children to university students, the
“wisdom of the collective, not the indivi-
dual” is programmed into them.

The film documents pre-school child-
ren learning through songs and a type of

Charades game, that a toy is for the good

and joy of all. This idea is brought force-
fully home when the Americans watch a
tug-of-war where nobody wins — a whis-
tle is blown if one side seems to be forget-
ting that “cooperative effort is more im-
portan than winning”.

When asked what qualities their
ideal man should possess, young women
answered “a high political consciousness”.

This seems to be the banner of the People’s
Republic and is excellently illustrated
throughout the documentary with close-
ups of a revolutionary ballet, marching
drills and pte-school children learning al-
ready tying
strings to manufacturer’s labels, to be put
on the products later.

“The Other Side of the Sky” sums up,
too, the uneasiness in the eyes of the older
generation as they watch their young. For
only if the young truly believe can the
Revolution be a success.

the joys of hard work by

THE ADVENTURE
THAT LASTED
FAR TOO LONG

THE LAST ADVENTURE: Dir. Jan
Halldoff, Sweden.

THE Last Adventure offers an intri-

guing start.

Jimmy Mattsson is in the army. His
behaviour is slightly odd — saluting lamp-
posts, throwing a radio out the window be-
cause of a song he doesn’t like, parodying
a class where machine guns are assembled
in the dark by having a typing class he

takes over type in the dark, telling his
captain he dropped a tray in the messhall

(Continued on next page)

Lucy Hoﬁgood
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WHAT LAND HE

WOULD BE KING OF!

THE MAN WHO WOULD BE KING
(U.K.): Dir. John Huston.

JOHN Huston and Rudyard Kipling:
how can you go wrong? You simply can’t,
right? No, I'm afraid you can.

All through “The Man Who Would
Be King” I kept thinking about Truffaut’s
rule about “auteurs” — if you like them,
you must like ALL their films. Now, Hus-
ton is definately an auteur.

Aside from “The Bible” (1966) there
was no reason to think that “The Man
Who Would Be King” could possibly dis-
appoint. It is said to be a film that Huston
has wanted to make for 20 years.

It is based on one of Kipling’s finest
adventure stories, one which contains all
the classic Huston themes of will and
strength, greed — and excitement. What
could go wrong?

For me the film began to fall apart
with the opening scene. It’s supposed to
be set in Lahore, a city which T happen to
know rather well.

Instead I immediately recognised the
city of Marrakesh in southern Morocco.
I recognised the weekly market fair at

‘LviiN a visitor from Mars might feel
something was a bit fishy.’

IF - HE ONLY KNEW

MAN Who Would Be King:

‘One expects brilliance from

Huston, not mild amusement.’

Djema Elfna — I even recognised some of
the faces! :

This confusion between two remote
and entirely different parts of the Islamic
world interrupted my attention in practic-
ally every scene in the film. For example,
when Kipling’s two rogue adventurers ar-
rive in Kaffiristan, where they hope to be-
come kings, they have the good luck to
meet a marooned Indian soldier who
speaks English and has learned the local
dialect. He interprets for them.

He speaks gutter Urdu. The Kaffirs
speak Maghribi Arabic! :

Now Kaffiristan is one place, at least,
where I haven’t been. I should be able to
let the fantasy work on me — no alien as-
sociations to get in the way.

Only, 1 happen to have read a few
articles about Kaffiristan — seen photo-
graphs of the architecture, the wooden
cult sculpture. Fuston’s Kaffiristan bore
little or no resemblance to these images —
instead it was a mix of Hollywood-Orien-
tal and authentic Moroccan, mixed up
with a kind of Shangri-La survival of the
myth of Alexander the Great imposing
Greek imagery here and there as a final
patina.

At this point, if someone objects that

no one asked me for my opinion as an ama-
teur orientalist, I would agree. T would
like very much to know what an American
of British audience, totally ignorant of the
Fast, would have thought.

I suspect that the inauthenticity of
the mish-mash would make itself felt, even
if not explicitly understood.

After all, forms have their own innate
personalities, their own demands, their
own inner consistency. If one were to
make a drama of ancient Rome in which

half the actors wore togas and half wore
Brooks Brothers suits, even a visitor from
Mars might feel something was a bit fishy.

Asi®”  -om all that, it was a rather
decent a.ature film. Sean Connery and
Michael Caine as the adventurers were
acceptable and amusing. The photography
was colourful if not very original; the spe-
cial effects were well handled. The story
is, after all, not meant to be believable.
It’s a tall tale, and something of a morality
tale.

But it was precisely this so-so quality
of the whole thing that was so disappoint-
ing. One expects brilliance from Huston,
not simply mild amusement.

Would it have been so difficult to shoot
the film in Kabul or parts of Pakistan like
Swat which are readily accesible and
much closer visually to what the material
demands? Would it have been so difficult
to iron out the problem of language? May-
be so — but I think it fair to point out
that if Western directors are going tO
move East, for both financial and artistic
reasons, then the least they can do is a bit
of research — as much as they would for
an ancient Roman setting, for example.

OId silent fantasies like “The Thief of
Baghdad” could get away with blatantly
contrived orientalism, because they were
fantasies and no one expected any realism

on a Hollywood set.

But when you shoot in Morocco you
should set your story in Morocco (or at
least North Africa). When film directors
discover what a visual gold mine the In-
dian subcontinent is, we should expect to
see some fantastic films made there by in-
ternational companies. And I'm convinc-
ed John Huston could make one.

Peter Wilson

i



| LUINEH: Dir. Hojatollah Roshno

. Mashhad and Tabriz, accounting for some
* 400 films to date from the provinces alone.

With eight festivals now under its
belt, the group now has a new outlet to
the public — the TV itself, where film
makers regularly appear with their films
for screening and interviews.

With the establishment of the ABU-
~ Shiraz Young Film Makers Festival, co-.
sponsored by NIRT and the Asian Broad-
~ casting Union, the Free Cinema directors

have an annual international forum for
their works. Even the group’s own festival
has become international — with films
from the U.S., Switzerland, Belgium,
- France and Britain in the most recent one.

The Free Cinema organisation has
also served as an international agent for
getting its members’ films into events in
other parts of the world. So far, Iranian
8 mm film makers have shown their works
in Paris, New York and at the Interna-
tional Festival of Art and Cinema in Ja-
pan. :

'In the heat of success and rapid ex-
pansion, the Free Cinema has experienced
one of the faults of enterprise as well —
the monopoly position of being able to
charge high prices for its events, a self-
defeating policy for a group that must ne-
cessarily appeal to students and those
without considerable means. Thus, the ap-
pearance of a rival organisation is wel-
come on a scene in which such vigorous
activity is taking place.

“The Young Cinema (Sinema-ye Ja-
van) came into existence two years ago
to fill the need for the competitor’s role..
Proposed by another young film maker
Bijan Mohajer and backed from the out-
set by the Ministry of Culture and Art,
the group was founded two years ago as a
network of cine clubs around Iran.
Under the direction of Ministry official
Reza Kashefi, the Young Cinema is begin--
ning to come into its own, as exemplified
by the Ahvaz production ‘Ofoq-e Tireh’

(‘Dark Horizon’) in the festival’s pro-

gramme.

EEEEREN
FILM ' GUIDE-
EENEREN
ROUDAKI HALL (Festival of Festivals)

10 am Love and Death (United States) .
1 pm Pirosmani (US.S.R.)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

ROUDAKI HALL (Competition)

4 pm Virtue and Magic
7 pm Ghazal (Iran) — Hotspot

(Ttaly) — Heron and Crane (U.S.S.R.)

(United States)

ROUDA_KI HALL (Special Presentations)
10 pm Brother Sea (Italy) — The Violence and the Pieta (Italy)

RADIO CITY CINEMA  (Festival of Festivals Repeat)

10 am & 7 pm Overlord (Great Britain)
4 & 10 pm Dreaming Youth (Hungary) =

RADIO CITY CINEMA
1 pm Good and Evil

(Special Presentations Repeat)

(Denmark)

PARAMOUNT CINEMA

10 am & 4 pm Love Lesson (Brazil) — A Walk in the Forest (Canada)
1 & 7 pm My Friends (Italy) — Arabesque (United States)

(Competition Repeat)

PARAMOUNT CINEMA (Special Presentations Repeat)
10 pm Good and Evil (Denmark)

GOLDEN CITY CINEMA (A Tribute to Frangois Truffaut)

10am, 1 & 4pm Domicile Conjugal

GOLDEN CITY CINEMA (The Cinema of Michelangelo Antonioni)
7 & 9 pm L’Eclisse

POLIDOR CINEMA (Sir Charles Chaplin: The Humanistic Cinema)
10am, 1 & 4pm The Great Dictator

POLIDOR CINEMA (Film-Making in Latin America)

7 & 9 pm The Dead Man (Argentina)

CINEMONDE CINEMA (Iran’s Future Film-Makers)

9 & 11 am Boat — Pilgrimage — Old Bride — Halt

CINEMONDE CINEMA (An Anthology of Iranian Short Films)

1 & 3 pm Broken Column — Black and White — Haj Mosavarolmolki —
Association of Ideas — Dawn of Capricorn

CINEMONDE CINEMA (International Challenge of “Art et Essai” Cinema)
5, 7.30 & 10 pm Have a Nice Weekend (United States)
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THEY BEGAN AS ORPHANS IN
A STORM. NOW THEY’RE
THE BIG HOPE FOR TOMORROW

By Terry Graham

THE future film makers of Iran will
grow out of the activities of today’s young-
sters from eight years upwards.

While the Institute for the Intellec-
tual Development of Children and Young
Adults carries on the most formal pro-
gramme in 8 mm training of children at
the earliest age, the focus for creative film-
ing by young people is the Free Cinema
(Sinema-ye Azad), an
founded organisation for amateurs work-
ing in the 8 mm medium.

The Free Cinema was born in 1969
out of the collective efforts of a group of
young men in their late teens and early
twenties who were engaged in creative
film making, using the flexibility and cost-
saving medium which had recently become
available to buyers around the world.

One of the group, Bassir Nassibi, con-
tinues to head the organisation which has
sprung from the early efforts. The other
two ‘principal founders have made their
way into formal film careers.

Ebrahim Vahidzadeh is a film direc-
tor with National Iranian Radio and Te-
levision and Ebrahim Foruzesh runs the
Film Circle of the aformentioned institute.

Even two years before Free Cinema
started, several of the film makers who
have become known in Iran as “the Free

Cinema group”, had begun experimenting..

Both Shahriyar Parsipur, whose film ‘Da-
homin-o Akharin Negah’ (‘The Tenth and
Last Glance’) is shown in the festival's
panorama of 8 mm film makers, and Beh-
nam Jafari, director of several feature-
length tours de force in 8 mm, have gone
on to professional work at the television
organisation. : '

Thus, the Free Cinema already had
experience behind it when experimental
film makers began hopping on the band-
wagon. The group’s policy was to provide
equipment and facilities to whoever want-
ed to give it a try and had proved himself
serious and reasonably talented.

independently"

" IRAN’S FUTURE FILM MAKERS (PART 1)

The aim was to stimulate creative
production and popularise the medium in
a country which had already demonstrated
its “film madness’ and was desperately in
need of a medium to demonstrate its pro-
found cultural sensitivity in the face of in-
exorbly advancing technology.

In the early years, the vigorous admi-
nistrators of the group found themselves
spending more time drumming up funds
to provide for their idealistic programmes
than actually working behind a camera.
In order for the advantage of being group-
ed together to take effect, the Free Cinema
enthusiasts needed a centre, to screen their
films, criticise each other and exchange ex-
periences. :

An orphan in the storm, they were
taken in by Aryamehr University for a
time, where they had the use of an audi-
torium. :

The Free Cinema’s first guiding spirit
in the cinematic establishment was the
late Fereidun Rahnema, Iran’s pioneer
‘recherche’ film maker. Devoted to the
art of expressing Persian culture in film,

KHANEHE Abri/Cloudy House: Dir. Ebrahim Hagiqi

i

Rahnema had seen the growing interest of

young people around him and first propos-

ed a ‘cineclub’ a la Francaise.

Iranians added a new touch by mak-
ing it exclusively 8 mm, perhaps the first
such group of amateurs in the world to
consecrate the new medium as a recognis-
ed, formal tool of aesthetic expression.

~ But, for all its pioneering, the Free
Cinema was every bit the starving bohe-
mian. Sponsoring a flow of unique crea-
tions amongst its independent spirits and
going so far as to initiate its own film fes-
tivals, it was perennially out of pocket.

By 1972, Nassibi, now the sole admi-
nistrator, decided to petition the National
Iranian Television (NIRT) for support,
in view of the organisation’s promotion of
cultural activities beyond the sphere of
broadcastingitself. "

The new backing allowed the Free
Cinema to expand into the provinces.
Films from the active Ahvaz and Khor--
ramabad centres are being shown in the
pr‘ogfamme of young film makers, while
work goes on apace in Abadan, Esfahan,
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' \CARAVAN’ ROLE FOR
IRANIAN ACTRESS PURI?

PURI Banai, one of Iran’s well known
actresses, is an example of respectability
in feminine film stars.

With the stigma on actresses that is
an undercurrent in Iranian society, Puri
has bravely shown the country that an
actress can be intelligent, reserved and in
all ways worthy of the respect of her fel-
low countrymen.

She appears in Iranian director Mas-
soud Kimiai’s ‘Ghazal’ in the competition
and says: “I hope this film will be a suc-
I feel that on the whole it has some
very good strengths.”

Ccess.

“There were no difficulties in produc-
ing the film because it was a joint effort
of the Kanun-e Pishro, Television and Dr.
Bushehri, a production team that is hard
to top. As far as Kimiai’s work in this
film is concerned, I feel it is the best he
has done yet.”

Puri, interested in flm work from her
~ youth, became involved in theatre during

her junior and senior high school years.
«When I reached the age that I felt I could
become an actress in Iran and still preserve
my personality and respectability, I went
“That was when I
was 18 years old, which means 1 have been
working about 12 years now, during which
time I have been in some 60 films.”

In her first film, ‘Foreign Bride’, she
played the part of a German girl; the film

professional” she says.

was quite successful in America and at the
Moscow festival. She has just finished, an
Iran-Japan coproduction, a police picture
in which she has the role of a Japanese po-
lice secretary in a story which takes place
in Tran. She is in the Iran-American co-

production ‘Abdullah’ and has completed.

a few Iran-Turkey joint production films.
] may participate in a future Iran-
America joint effort by the name of ‘Ca-
ravan’ “she says. “The possibility has al-
ready been discussed.”
As for her philosophy of acting, Puri

PRESS IS BEING UNFAIR TO REX

BRUSHOFF is a hard and unkind
term to level at Rex Harrison for refusing
to dance with Gougoush.

We journalists often attack the big
names for not giving us time for an inter-
view but I must be a devil's advocate in
defence of Rex. It is, in fact, journalists
throughout the world who must really be
held responsible for Harrison having re-
fused Gougoush’s charming invitation at
the Gala Reception in the Hilton Hotel.

Had he have taken the floor with the
lovely Gougoush, Iran’s best loved singer
and entertainer who would have no doubt
shown him a most excellent rendering of
the Persian dance form, one wonders what
glamourous stories we may have read in
the world newspapers and ‘just good
friends’ is too strong a phrase for a mere

dance.

We must realise that, unlike other
stars and directors, Rex Harrison is here
on a most important task. Rex Harrison is
fulfilling a most demanding schedule, at-
tending three public screenings a day to
view the films in the Competition.

Achieving fame and success takes
hard work and dedication. It can be seen
from the way in which Rex Harrison
rushes in and out of the Hilton to his va-
rious appointments that he is using these
qualities to the full in his present profes-
sional responsibility as a juror.

I for one would not like him to leave
Tehran wishing that he could ‘just talk to
the animals’ and not to journalists, in case
everything he does gets misconstrued.

Vicki Courtney

PURI Banai, pictured in ‘Ghazal’, one of
Iran’s competition entries.

states: “In all my film work I like to be a
social teacher or guide to the audience be-
cause, as you know, in Iran people are
very family oriented and home loving.
When Persians see a film, a large number
of them expect Lha_; the story be a Jesson
in character; T like to learn and im-
prove their unac:standing.”

Puri’s family completely back her in
her work and they give her lots of encour-
agement.

~ “Everytime my mom and dad see my
films they are thrilled and happy; they
come home with gifts and complements
because 1 preserve my true personality in
all my films.”

FEREIDUN STIRS UP
A HORNETS’ NEST

IRAN’S Competition, entry ‘Beehive’,
whipped up quite a CONtroversy when it
was shown on Sunday and Monday.

It certainly produced one of the live-
liest press conferences so far this year.

Faced with such descriptions as “ut-
terly meaningless film” voiced by many
people about ‘Beehive”, director Fereidun
Goleh somehow managed to remain indif-
ferent, arguing back that what was signi-
ficant in his film was the culture reflected
in it.

- He apparently was not very interested
in the technique of film making as much as |
the aspect he emphasised. In making ‘Bee-
hive’, he said, he wanted to “reflect the
social strata with which he feels closely re-
lated, to understand and sympathise with

"

1t.

After this film Goleh claimed he never
wants to work with famous professional '
actors again. The reason, he said was that
they cost too much and “the money could

3|

be spent in better places™:
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PAMELA Tiffin

NO GLAMOUR,
JUST PLAIN
HARD WORK,
SAYS TIFFIN

THE glamour generally associated
with stardom is only tangible at festivals
such as Tehran’s and at premieres, accord-
ing to actress Pamela Tiffin.

Acclaimed as one of the most beauti-

ful actresses adorning the silver screen to-
day, Tiffin describes her work as “plain
hard work” with no glamour as spice.
- Whether she is right or not in general,
basically it is true about herself. One can’t
help but be struck by her simplicity and
her total rejection of the cultivated gla-
mour and snobbery that usually accompa-
nies beautiful women and handsome men
of the cinema.

Tiffin, who got married only last
year, confesses that she values her mar-
riage to Edmondo Danon above everything
else in life.
~ "To me matrimony, children, the fa-
mily are sacred” she says. “I believe in

F:em 2

BURSTYN: ‘WOMEN SEEM TO BE
TAKING THEIR FIRST BABY STEPS’

SOFT spoken Ellen Burstyn has been
swept into the current of feminism where
she feels she belongs “as a woman living
in 1975,

Her form of feminism is best express-
ed in films such as “Alice Doesn’t Live
Here Anymore” (in the Festival of Fes-
tivals) which portrays with touching real-
ism the trials of a widow who has a 12-
year-old son to raise.

Although she had been unhappily
married, Alice lived only for her husband
— his happiness and needs came first.
Forced by his death to fend for herself,
she and her son Tommy leave their home
to fulfill her life’s dream of becoming a
singer.

Judging by all the mail she has re-
ceived, the American actress believes the
film is a good example of where women are
today. “They’re finding a new indepen-
dence”, she states. “The women seem to be
taking their first baby steps”.

A lack of good women’s roles has led
Miss Burstyn to read and choose her own
scripts, instead of the ones sent by the stu-
dios. This was how she discovered the
script for ‘Alice’, which she persuaded
Warner Bros, to make into a movie.

“The films today are all from a man’s
point of view, and the woman is only a
point in the plot. The examination of the
human spirit is what I care ahout”, she
says.

Alice’s trials aren’t limited to making
it as a singer; she also faces the loneliness
of a woman who has always depended on
a man and the problems of raising a young
boy alone. But her son (played by Alfred
Lutter) is unusually full of grit and under-
standing and their relationship is one of
friendship more than anything.

As for love, Alice finally meets a man
(“a nice country man”) with whom she
develops a full relationship. “She can fin-
ally make her demands known”, explains
The “real-like type of
story” doesn’t have a real life ending.
However, Miss Burstyn wanted Alice to
move on to Monterey, her original desti-
nation, leaving it to the audience to piece
together their own ideas of what might
happen next to Alice and David’s rela-
tionship.

But the studio had different ideas.

Miss  Burstyn.

ELLEN Burstyn: ‘Films today are all from
a man’s point of view.’

“They wanted a happy ending”, Miss
Burstyn recalls, “so we compromised”.

“The movie ending is ambiguous in
that we wanted to show they had decided
on a new way of relating as a whole, with
no decisions made towards marriage yet”.

The star of “The Exorcist” studied
singing for six months in order to play
Alice’s role convincingly, but it was “too
hard” for her to want another singing role
again! “I was determined to do it this
once”, she says.

She has liked all of the roles she’s ever
played, and feels “they’re all friends of
The current trend of violence in
films worries her, but she reasons that
“people like to be scared to death, like to
be touched and stimulated”,

‘Alice’ is a type of film that the act-
ress believes is more subtle. “There are
more enriching ways to touch a person”,
she concludes.

mine”.
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MAYOR NIKPAY'S PARTY
PROVES WELL WORTH THE
RIDE FOR THE STARS

To some people, getting to the dinner
gala hosted by the Tehran Mayor, Gholam
Reza Nikpay, seemed like traveling over
half of the country.

The Municipality Club is in the ca-
pital’s Tehran Pars area — and, admitted-
ly that’s quite a way from the centre.

Nevertheless, the long drive proved
well worth it.

Many beautiful and interesting faces
attended the large party and, with a va-
riety of entertainment provided after the
sumptuous dinner, guests relaxed Persian
style, stretching out on the soft cushions in
the large tent decorated top-to-bottom
with traditional Persian furniture and or-
naments.

The highlight of the entertainment
proved to be the Gilani folk dancers and
the ethnic Azarbaijani musicians and folk
dancers, who gave a very exciting perfor-
mance.

TEHRAN Mayor Gholam Reza Nikpay (left) chats with act-

ress Dyan Cannon at the party he hosted.

MORE DIRECTORS, ACTORS MEET THE PUBLIC

FILMGOERS at Roudaki Hall will
be able to meet i person the director of
the Italian competition film, ‘Virtue and
Magic’, Sergio Nasca, and producer Roel
Bos after the four o’clock show today.

For those attending the seven o’clock
showing of the Iranian entry “Ghazal”, a
large group involved with the film will be
presented, including director Massoud Ki-
mia’i, the producer, director of photogra-
phy and cast. '

~ Later in the vening, after the 10 pm
showing, the audience will have the op-
portunity of meeting the Italian director,
Folco Quilici, after viewing his “Brother

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PASOLINI

PIER Paolo Pasolini, one of Italy’s
great film makers, died of a mysterious
death a short time ago.

To pay a tribute to this world cinema
figure, the Fourth Tehran International
Film Festival has organised a special pro-

gramme, presenting two of his works at

late night showings at Roudaki Hall.

“Small Birds and Large Birds”, one of
Pasolini’s earlier well known films, and
“Oedipus Rex”, considered a masterpiece
almost everywhere, make up the special
programine.

Pasolini, who was born of a Rumanian
father and
1922 at Bologna, first made a name for
himself in the field of writing in the ’50s.
During this period he became known as a
poet, novelist, screenwriter and a fine
actor.

Italian-Yugoslav mother, in

His international fame as a serious and
creative film maker, however, was the re-
sult of his work during the next decade.
The very original “Accattone”, which he
made in 1961, first established his reputa-
tion.

Tickets for the special “Tribute to
Pasolini” programmes at 11.45 pm on
Thursday, December 4, and Friday, De-
cember 5, are available for sale at the Rou-
daki Hall counter at 100 Rials each.

At the Radio City Cinema, film en-
thusiasts are to be introduced to Jorgen
Leth, director of the Danish film “Good
and Evil”, scheduled to be screened at
1 pm today. =

The audience at the Pz “unt Ci-
nema will also have the opp..tunity of
meeting Leth at the 10 pm showing. Ear-
lier, at four o’clock, three people involved
with the Brazilian film “Love Lesson” will
be presented — director Eduardo Escorel
and the stars of the film, Teresa Nicolao
and Gilberto de Magalhaes Santeiro.

In the Latin American programme at
the Polidor, which will screen Argentina’s
“The Dead Man’, director Hector Olivera
and actress Thelma Biral will be introduc-
ed after both showings.

HOLDEN FLIES IN
S

A handsome and still very young look-
ing William Holden joined the other big
stars at the festival when he arrived for the
second part of the event.

Holden, who is well known with Ira-
nian filmgoers for his movies, including
“Picnic” and “Bridge on the River Kwai”,
was very tanned and full of charm and

gaiety.
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INTRODUCING _ ‘

A
CO-PRODUCTION
OF

FILM INDUSTRY DEVELIPMENT COMPANY OF IRAN
FIDCI
THE NEW FILM GROUP & TELFILM .
GHAZAL - !
STARRING

FARDIN _ FARAMARZ GHARIBIAN _ POURI BANAI
WRITER & DIRECTOR '

MASOUD KIMIAI

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
NEMAT HAGHIGHI

MUSIC

ESFANDIAR MONFAREDZADEH
PRODUCED BY: THE NEW FILM GROUP
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